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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. General Court. Special Commission on Voter Registration. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 18 
Extent: 2 boxes (2 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Special Committee on Voter Registration 
Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, October 14, 1986. Updated by Abigail 
Cramer, March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the efforts of the Special Committee to analyze the voter 
registration methods in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and to recommend improvements. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The records of the Special Committee on Voter Registration include correspondence dating from 
1983 to 1985.  In addition, each town or city clerk in Massachusetts was asked to fill out a survey 
that posed questions regarding voter registration.  Some towns also provided information 
concerning number of registered voters and party affiliations by age group.  Although most 
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communities responded to the survey, several did not.  Not all communities were able to provide 
a breakdown by age group for registered voters. 
 
Also present in the collection is a Voter Questionnaire compiled by Karen Ivy Wright, who 
interviewed approximately 2,530 voters between June 29 and July 13, 1983.  There are also 
reports by the staff that assisted the committee presenting summaries of its activities. Of interest 
are the various bills concerning voter registration by mail.  Finally, there are miscellaneous 
published research materials concerning voter registration. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
On July 14, 1983, the Governor signed in part House Bill 6579, which subsequently became 
Chapter 297 of the Acts of 1983, establishing a Special Committee consisting of state Senators 
and Representatives.  They were to investigate and study the "Improvements of the Present 
Voter Registration Methods, the Establishment of Voter Registration by Mail in Massachusetts, 
and the Participation by Citizens in the Political Process."  On February 1, 1984, the House of 
Representatives retained the necessary research staff to undertake the analysis mandated by 
Section 18, Chapter 297 of the Acts of 1983, which provided funding for the Special Committee 
on Voter Registration. 
 
Martin T. Reilly, State Senator, and Emanuel G. Serra, State Representative, were the chairmen 
of the Special Committee on Voter Registration.  Other members of the committee were: Senator 
Anna P. Buckley, Representative Robert McNeill, Representative John A. Businger, Senator Mary 
L. Padula, Representative Richard Rouse, and Representative Andrew S. Natsios.  The research 
was originally expected to answer three questions: "What improvements could be made in the 
current system of registration in Massachusetts?  Should the Commonwealth implement a 
registration-by-mail program?  What is the relative level of participation in the political process in 
Massachusetts?  Among other issues that the committee considered were questions of how 
Massachusetts compared to other states in terms of the percent of population registered to vote 
and what had been the experience of states which implemented mail-in registration.  The Special 
Committee broadened its scope of investigation beyond the three main questions posed by the 
legislative mandate of Section 18 of Chapter 297 of the Acts of 1983. 
 
In the folder marked “Executive Summary of Findings and Staff Recommendations” are 
provisional answers to the questions originally posed, but a full understanding of the scope of the 
Committee's findings requires a thorough study of the report.  Although there were petitions filed 
again in 1986 by Secretary of State Michael J. Connolly and others, under H. 4000 and H. 4997, 
the House chose not to act on these bills. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in their original order. Questionnaires (box 1) and registered voter party 
affiliation data (box 2) are filed alphabetically by the name of the community. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder Title Date 
1 Towns in Massachusetts: Voter Registration List from the 
Secretary of State's Office, Voter Registration outline 
undated 
1 Correspondence undated 
1 Questionnaires:  City and town clerk voter registration surveys 
in Massachusetts and out of state 
undated 
1 Voter Questionnaire undated 
1 Public Hearing by Special Committee April 11, 1984 
1 Private memorandum by Emanuel Serra undated 
1 Staff findings of the Special House Committee on Voter 
Registration and Participation in Massachusetts 
undated 
1 Voter Registration by Mail Summary Report undated 
1 Executive Summary of Findings and Staff Recommendations: 
Voter Registration Survey 
undated 
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 18 
Page 4 of 4 
1 Bills 1983 
1 Miscellaneous published reports undated 
2 Data on the number of voters registered and party affiliation by 
age groups in alphabetical order by community. 
undated 
 
